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St Blues 61 South =

Who says you can't have the best bits of a Tele, an ES-335and
aLesPaul Special in one affordable guitar? by Simon Bradley

swe pointed out inissue
A 289, the St Blues name has
arich heritage indeed: not
many companies can boast
associations with the likes of
Eric Clapton, Jimmy Page and a
certain Elvis Aaron Presley in
the same breath!

This new 61 South electric is
another member of the Korean-
made yet US-designed and
tweaked series we looked at back
in our aforementioned review
and, as the blues mystics amongst
you will have surely noticed, the
name of the guitar is a reference to
the mythical deal between Robert
Johnson and Old Nick ata
junction of Highway 61 in

Rivals

Souped-up Telecasters will
always be popular, and the
Fender Classic '72 Tele Deluxe
(£649), with a Wide Range
humbucker at the neck and a
wonderful maple neck, is a
smooth work of seventies-
flavoured art! Thanks to the
ever-impressive VSC control,
the Blade T2-RG Delta Classic
(£629) is the perfect choice if
you need more than a Tele's
classic twang. Slightly further
off the wall is Schechter's
streamlined Banshee (£349),
that boasts a Duncan Designed
bridge humbucker and Lipstick
neck pickup, not to mention a
streamlined and modern look.

Clarksdale, Mississippi...

Tonal versatility is the goal here
as this particular example offers a
tapped Tele-style bridge single-
coil and a P-90-style single-coil at
neck, but you can also opt for a
configuration thatincludes a pair
of custom-wound T-type single-
coils that are both tapped.

St Blues estimates that the tap
on the bridge single-coil cuts out
25 per cent of the pickup’s output
and it’s activated by the pull /push
switch on the tone pot. The
remainder of the controls

comprise avolume and three-way
lever pickup selector that, as yowd
expect, allows you to combine the
bridge single-coil (full or tapped)
with the throaty P-90 as desired.
Although the ash body
possesses a modest f-hole, the
body is best described as
chambered rather than semi-
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acoustic, and although we were at
firstless than enamoured with the
rather squat body design, it does
lend itself to a very intimate
playing experience as you can
really envelop yourselfaround the
guitar. It’s very close in vibe and
feel to the Gibson Blues Hawk,
asmall and similarly designed
guitar that Gibson discontinued
fromits range in 2006.

Where the body leans towards
Kalamazoo, the one-piece hard
rock maple neck is pure Fullerton,
boasting 21 excellently finished
frets, that feel a tad fuller than
those vintage-style thin Fender
wires, and a cool headstock that
sits somewhere between a classic

There's plenty of clean twang available
from the bridge pickup, which cuts and
thrusts with the best of them

The Wilkinson-tweaked bridge with compensated brass saddles means vintage f:style vibe, but with more accurate intonation
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Tele and old-style ESP designs.
The neck’s feel is of a more
modern ‘C’-shape and, with a
standard 43mm wide bone nut,
is a familiar experience to get to
grips with. With the guitar’s
obvious tonal palette in mind,
we’d agree with this neck profile
asit’s likely that a more vintage-
like “U’-shape would be more
demanding as that can feel
narrow to the unaccustomed.
Tuners comprise aset of
Kluson-a-likes, which accedes to
the vintage vibe nicely, and the
whole neck and ’board is thinly
coated with a gloss finish.

Sounds

With the two pickups neatly
bookending most possible tones,
we find the mix of the Fender-

style bridge pickup and, in effect,
Gibson-style neck single-coil most
agreeable. There’s plenty of clean
twang available from the bridge
pickup, which cuts and thrusts
with the best of them. Activating
the tap reduces most aspects of
the tone, not just the output, and
the ability to reduce the brash
treble on demand proves useful.
However, with a subtle clean tone,
the output proves almost too quiet
and polite at times; maybe St Blues
should consider fitting a hotter,
but still tappable, pickup to
compensate?

The P-90 in contrast is smooth
and articulate, and reasserts the
guitar’s impressive versatility.
With a standard rock or blues tone
the middle position is difficult to
beat, offering equal amounts of

The P-90 is smooth and articulate,
and reasserts the guitar’s versatility
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Lovely bit of ash, through-body stringing and attractive sunburst to hoot

tonal girth and cut that are
perfect for many rhythm sounds.
Of course, tapping the bridge
pickup rounds the tone off even
further, which produces a mellow
tone that also works well with
higher gain settings that
overcome the drop in output.

The only slight moan we have
is that, with the pickup selector
switch in the bridge position, the
cap itselfis alittle fiddly to grip
for quick changes. You have to
manipulate the tip of the black
plastic itself because there’s not
enough room to fit your finger
between the switch and volume
pot. It’s hardly the end of the
world. Allup, the 61 Southisa
well-made and eminently
playable instrument.

Verdict

Afterbeinginitially nonplussed
by the quirky shape, we’re now
going to miss the 61 South when it
leaves us. It offers everything we
expect from a good old Tele-style
guitar with a few extra facets of
its own. Although we’d be hard
pushed to wholly dispense with
the services of the ubiquitous
Fender American Vintage ’52 Tele,
we’d certainly have no problem
taking this along too.

Atahairunder £580 it’s around
£81dearer than a’50s Tele from
Fender’s Classic Series, but the
61 South offers more tone thanks
to the tapped bridge pickup,
P-90-style neck single-coil and
some extraresonance from the
chambered body.

It plays very well and sounds
impressive, and if you can dispel
any doubts you may have in
regard to the quite squat design
before you pick one up, you may
find it difficult to put down.

Thebottomline

We like: There are a number of
excellent tones here, and the
look has really grown on us too
We dislike: We're still
convinced that a slightly hotter
bridge pickup would have
improved the guitar's ‘Sound’
score. The switch arguably
needs moving a couple of mm
to the left too...

Guitarist says: A lovely neck
and a wide breadth of very
different tones makes the
guitar a viable proposition for
just about any style short of
full-on, down and dirty metal

St Blues 61 South

PRICE: £579.95

ORIGIN: Korea

TYPE: Double-cut, semi-acoustic electric
BODY: Ash

NECK: Hardrock maple

SCALE LENGTH: 648mm (25.5-inch)
NUT/WIDTH: Bone/43mm
FINGERBOARD: Maple

FRETS: 21, medium

HARDWARE: Wilkinson WTB bridge,
brass saddles, Wilkinson vintage-style
tuners

STRING SPACING, BRIDGE: 55mm
ELECTRICS: St Blues T-style single-coil
(bridge) and P-90 (neck), three-way lever
pickup selector, volume, tone (with pull/
push coil-tap for bridge pickup)

WEIGHT (kg/Ibs): 2.54 /5.6
OPTIONS: Also available with two tapped
single-coil St Blues T-style pickups
RANGE OPTIONS: The Bluesmaster
range models start at £439,

the same price as the slightly closer-to-
a-T Bluescater IV

LEFT-HANDERS: No

FINISHES: Tobacco sunburst (as
reviewed), white blonde

Synergy Distribution 0121 270 6485
www.saintblues.com

Test results

Build quality dkkok
Playability Jkok k)
Sound Jokokk
Value for money 2.0.0.0 ¢

GUITARIST RATING 2 0.0.0.0.¢
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